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2 The specification overview

2a. OCR’s GCSE (9-1) History B (Schools History Project) (J411)

Learners take one component from each of the three component groups to be awarded the OCR GCSE (8-1) in

History B (Schools History Project).

Content Overview

Assessment Overview

Living under Nazi Rule, 1933-1945

Thematic Study Component Group 1
One from: British History 20%
The People’s Health, c.1250 to present Thirric skidy of total
Crime and Punishment, c.1250 to present 3 GCSE
Migrants to Britain, c.1250 to present i
Depth study
British Depth Study (11-19)
One from: 40 marks each 20%
The Norman Conquest, 1065-1087 i o) of total
The Elizabethans, 15801603 1 hour 45 minute
Britain in Peace and War, 19001918 paper GCSE
Component Group 2
History Around Us 20%
. (21)
History Around Us Pendennis Castle s of total
marks +
10 marks 5PaG* GCSE
1 hour paper
Period Study
One from: CD";:::::GW g 20%
Viking Expansion, ¢.750—.1050 ' of total
The Mughal Empire, 1526-1707 Period study
The Making of America, 1789-1900 and GCSE
Depth st
World Depth Study E[gtl_agu}d?
One from: o T 20%
The First Crusade, c.1070-1100 {80 marks total)
Aztecs and the Spanish Conquest, S s of total
1519-1535 Bancs GCSE

British and wider world depth studies must be taken from different eras. The three eras are defined as:
Medieval (500-1500), Early Modern (1450-1750), Modern (1700—present day).
*These 10 marks for 3PaiG are in addition to the total 200 marks for the assessment of GCSE (9—1) History B,

and are not incdluded in the percentage weightings shown. See Section 3f for more details
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@mrthorntonteach

How do we revise for history?

Three common revision techniques that are LEAST effective ~ Whilst these methods may
in helping you revise are: feel like you are revising,
*Highlighting texts there are many better

*Re-reading methods to help you revise.
*Summarising text l

. Flashcards Using Flashcards

Simply create with questions on side and é Using the Leitner Method, using the video below

| answers on the other side. You can colour code VFLasM cards| hitps://youtu.be/C20EvKtdiwQ u YouTube

| for specific topics and quiz yourself or others. ]
: You can also create excellent flashcards online or
i Postits can be also useful for key words and timelines

on your phone using Quizlet °
How to use in history which also had an app. QUIZIef
. There are a variety of ways to use flashcards in revision for the skills you need
Key Terms \ Causation Judgments Narrative
Ereate fgr ;'ﬁ' Create ior the «@ Create an agree or Create to show a
. key words causes of events ZZE&@. t Ve of
| m isagree argumen - narrative o _
and terms / or progress m against a quote (| 3¢ 'DISAGREE | events in order |

. Retrieval Practice Types

Testing what you know is a powerful tool in revision, the effort There are a number of types you can create:
to remember something really strengthens your memory

* Multiple Choice Questions
Apps such as Memrise and Quizlet allow you to use or create * True or False
your own quizzes based on topics.

* Short Explanation Questions
Create them, test yourself or get someone to test you, it's works! ¢ Odd One Out

: How to use in history * If this is the answer then what is the question

' Spaced Knowledge Organisers Factors/Causes/Consequences Examples

| Test on old and new Use to create ‘must know’ To identify 2-3 factors, causes of an ‘Give two examples

topics mixed up quizzes for a topic event/person e.g. The rising against Tostig of......”

e

! Venn Diagram equential Thinkin del equential Thinkin del

. Transform It . b I

i Graphic organisers are a great way of ‘transforming’ your @ Dﬁ[‘ Dﬁ{]
notes/information into visual revision topics.

They can be used to create links, show a narrative, identify the ﬁﬁ

causes/consequences and importance of something. —_ — Sequential Thinking Model Thinking of Right Angles

. How to use in history —
| 1. Causation — Create a visual flow diagram of the %
[

£

=]

chronological events in a time period e.g. American West
2. Change and Continuity — Create a Venn diagram to show >

what changed and did not in medical time period Spiderﬁﬂﬂp Web MmdMop
3. Concept Mapping— At the end of a week, mind map all you K i ff_\ EQ\/\/&O
can remember about a topic and link area together. Then o\, Af::\/ ﬁ%
add to your mind map using a different colour using notes o )

Dual Coding |

Dual coding’ is the method of putting your knowledge 7

Text . . . - -
wm,,% into visual form alongside words. It increases the ) iy 5
chances of you remembering it. An example activity you can do '

2. The drawing should represent your :

: ) e : its creating a comic strip to
understanding of the topic ! ‘ _ represent the events of the
3.Try to draw links between images S Battle of Hastings

How to:

1.Use simple drawings with
matching simple descriptions



https://youtu.be/C20EvKtdJwQ

@mrthorntonteach

How do we revise for history?

- Deliberate Practice

| Set aside time to practice improving your knowledge or historical
i skills. Choose what you need to do, it must be tough enough to
i challenge you, and practice, practice, practice!

! You should focus on something that you are almost able to do

THE MEM2RY CLQCK

Plan topic
Re-draft

Read examiner

reports Space

Read mark

! but not just yet! schemes :\\ /;: S
. How to use in history = =
1.Use a model answer from the teacher, pull it apart and identify e = = -
the key parts. Then answer a similar question and try to replicate exam knowledge
conditions

2.Study material, complete practice questions in timed conditions.

TN )
Then use your notes to correct / improve your answer. Set a timer e
___Aweek later, redo a similar question. Repeat as necessary.
e e

Class:

The Cornell Method

¢ Cornell Notes o | This method can be used in your revision books as a great method
Col Note-taking Column to get you to ‘think’ about your revision. Simply split your page into
Cue Column 2 ) .
3 3 sections as shown on the diagram on the left:

= - Key ideas )

s - lm);l)ortant daéeg, pt)eople, places * Note Takmg

- ti - Diagrams and pictures

Key questions - For?nulas ‘ . . Cues

- Repeated (stressed) information
* Summary

How to use in history

Use it to summarise a whole topic or theme, for example

* How did medical treatment change or continue over time?
Methods used by William to control England

Summary : .
- Summary ofyour notes in your own words

Interleaving and Spacing

Topic 2

Don’t revise your all topics in one go (cramming), you should revise
‘chunks’ of a topic for small amounts of time (15 minutes) and then |
move onto another ‘chunk’ from a different topic. |
This will improve your memory!

Topic 1
Topic 1
Topic 2
Topic 2
Topic 1

Topic 2
Topic 1

' How to use in histo

e.g. 15 minutes on Medicine, then Germany then American West

rv \(,\
i 1.Create a revision plan to cover topics you need to cover (least confident first!) and then go ST e, ;
: . - . AN -
back over them again later. Spread our your learning in small sections, 5 hours to 5 x 1 hour SN 5
N :
i 2. Use your flashcards to self test yourself on old and new topics, self testing across these = '

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

. The Big Picture
'THE

| The best way to aid your
Bl(5

understanding of history is to make
PICTURE]

The basics

Simply, make sure you eat, sleep and take time out!

@ '
Limit distractions
.

Create and use a
revision planner

sure you are confident with the big
i ‘overview’ story before you begin
revising individual topics. -
. How to use in history

The more you put in
the more you get out!

b

Find a nice space
to revise in

g

* *

Set an alarm and Revise, Repeat,
start early! Remember

1.Create a timeline to identify the key events in a topic
i and colour code the themes. E.g. Westward
Settlement and Indian Conflict in the American West

2. Mapping out what you can remember about a topic
before you start, e.g. The treatment of disease
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OCR supplied materials:
» the OCR12-page Answer Booklet
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INSTRUCTIONS

* Use black ink.

» Section A — The People’s Health, c.1250 to present: Answer questions 1 (a—c), 2, 3 and
either question 4 or question 5.

» Section B — The Elizabethans, 1580-1603: Answer questions 6 (a—b) and 7, and either
question 8 or question 9.
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4.*

5*

Section A

The People’s Health, ¢c.1250 to present

Answer questions 1 (a—c), 2 and 3.

(@) Give one example of the way in which medieval people reacted to the Black Death.

(b) Name one way in which people in towns obtained their water during the period
1500-1750.

(c) Name one of the ‘big killer’ diseases in the period 1750-1900.

Write a clear and organised summary that analyses people’s living conditions in the
Middle Ages. Support your summary with examples.

Why did people’s attempts to stop the spread of plague in the period 1500-1750 have
limited impact? Support your answer with examples.

Answer either question 4 or question 5.

How far do you agree that the most important changes in public health in Britain took
place in the twentieth century? Give reasons for your answer.

‘New technology has been the most important factor in improvements to public health in
Britain’. How far do you agree with this statement? Give reasons for your answer.

J411/12

© OCR 2016
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Section B
The Elizabethans, 1580-1603

Answer questions 6 (a—b) and 7.

(@ InInterpretation A the illustrator portrays the wealth and comfort of an Elizabethan
gentleman’s house. Identify and explain one way in which the illustrator does this.

[3]

Interpretation A — An illustration from Tudor Gallery by James
Mason, a history book aimed at young children published in
1997.

(b) If you were asked to do further research on one aspect of Interpretation A, what
would you choose to investigate? Explain how this would help us to analyse and
understand daily life in Elizabethan England.

[5]

J411/12 Turn over
© OCR 2016
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7.

Interpretations B and C both focus on the power of Elizabeth |. How far do they differ and

what might explain any differences?

Interpretation B — An extract from The Making of the United
Kingdom, 1500-1750, a secondary school textbook written by J
F Aylett in 1992.

Elizabeth | was England’s only unmarried queen. Perhaps she knew
that, if she married an English nobleman, she would offend others. If
she had married a foreigner she would not have been able to follow
her own policies. And those policies were successful. When she
died in 1603, England was one of the world’s leading trading
nations. It had also become a major power in Europe. Above all, she
handed over a country that was more peaceful and united than ever
before. Many people thought that she was wonderful. No wonder
they looked back on her reign as a Golden Age.

Interpretation C — An extract from A Brief History of Britain,
1485-1660, written by the historian Ronald Hutton in 2010.

During her last years, her government was starting to show signs of
strain. The Spanish war had reached stalemate, with the English
more anxious to make peace than their opponents. Court politics
had become unusually divisive and embittered, leading to the
rebellion and execution of her final toy—boy, Essex, and then a
monopoly of power by Burghley’s son, Robert Cecil. The last
Parliament of the reign turned directly upon the queen over the
issue of economic monopolies that she was granting as rewards to
her followers; and she was forced to surrender to its demands. Her
splendid costumes made an ever more glaring contrast with her
physical decay: one Venetian ambassador reported that she stank
so much it was wise to stand upwind of her.

© OCR 2016

J411/12
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Answer either question 8 or question 9.

8.* In his 2012 book The Watchers, the historian Stephen Alford argued that the threat from
Catholics created ‘dangerous and uncertain times’ in Elizabethan England. How far do
you agree with this view?

[20]
9.* In his 1974 school textbook Tudors and Stuarts, R J Unstead stated that Elizabethan
adventurers ‘successfully increased English trade in all parts of the world’. How far do you
agree with this view?
[20]

J411/12
© OCR 2016
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Other materials required:
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@rst name

Gast name
Centre Candidate
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INSTRUCTIONS

» Use black ink.

« Complete the boxes above with your name, centre number and candidate
number.

* You must clearly state the name of the site you have studied.

* Answer any two questions.

» Write the number of each question you have answered in the margin.

+ If additional space is required, use the lined page(s) at the end of this
booklet. The question number(s) must be clearly shown.

» Do not write in the bar codes.

NN,

INFORMATION

» The total mark for this paper is 50.

» The marks for each question are shown in brackets [ ].

» Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology
(SPaG) will be assessed in questions marked with a pencil (#%).

« This document consists of 8 pages.
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As part of your GCSE (9-1) History B (Schools History Project) course you have studied a historical
site and what remains of it today.

Refer to features from the site as well as your own knowledge of the past to help you with the
questions below.

You must clearly state the name of the site you have studied at the start of each answer.

You should make it clear in your answers which specific time(s) in your site’s history you are referring
to.

Answer any two questions

1. Choose a turning point in your site’s history. Explain how and why this changed the
importance of the site, either locally or nationally. Use physical features of the site as well
as your knowledge to support your answer.
[20]

(#*) Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5]
2. What challenges are there when trying to understand the appearance of your site when it
was first created and how could someone overcome these challenges? Use physical

features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer.
[20]

(#”) Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5]

3. Imagine that an artist has been hired to do a painting showing the diversity of everyday life
at your site, at a particular time in its past. What would you tell the artist to help make the
painting historically accurate? Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge
to support your answer.
[20]

(#) Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5]

© OCR 2016 J411/21
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Sample Question Paper
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Time allowed: 1 hour 45 minutes

OCR supplied materials:
» the OCR 12-page Answer Booklet
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* None

I

INSTRUCTIONS

» Use black ink.

» Section A — The Making of America, 1789—-1900: Answer questions 1 (a—c), 2, 3 and either
question 4 or question 5.

+ Section B — Living under Nazi Rule, 1933—1945: Answer questions 6 and 7, and either
question 8 or question 9.

« Do not write in the bar codes.

INFORMATION

» The total mark for this paper is 80.

» The marks for each question are shown in brackets [ ].

* Quality of extended response will be assessed in questions marked with an asterisk (*).
« This document consists of 8 pages.
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4.

5.*

Section A
The Making of America, 1526-1900

Answer questions 1 (a—c), 2 and 3.

(@) Name one of the states that were added to the USA between 1789 and 1838.

(b) Name one of the Indian wars fought between 1861 and 1876.

(c) Name one of the main industries that provided employment for large numbers of
African-Americans in the south after 1877.

Write a clear and organised summary that analyses the difficulties faced by early migrants
on their journeys to Oregon and California in the 1840s and 1850s. Support your summary
with examples.

What was the impact of the Californian gold rush of 1848-1849? Support your answer
with examples.

Answer either question 4 or question 5.

How far do you agree that the building of railroads across the Plains was the main reason
for the destruction of the Plains Indians’ culture after 18777 Give reasons for your answer.

“The period of Reconstruction from 1863 to 1877 was a time of progress for former slaves
in America’s southern states”. How far do you agree with this statement? Give reasons for
your answer.

© OCR 2016 J411/39
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6.  What can Source A tell us about Nazi propaganda? Use the source and your own

Section B
Living under Nazi Rule, 1933-1945

Answer questions 6 and 7.

knowledge to support your answer.

Source A — An announcement in a German newspaper, 16
March 1934

Attention! The Fuhrer will be speaking on the radio. On Wednesday
21 March, the Fuhrer is speaking on all German stations from 11am
to 11.50am. The district Party headquarters have ordered that all
factory owners, department stores, offices, shops, pubs and blocks
of flats put up loudspeakers an hour before the broadcast of the
Fuhrer's speech so that the whole workforce and all national
comrades can participate fully in the broadcast.

© OCR 2016

J411/39
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7.

How useful are Interpretation B and Sources C and D for a historian studying the growth
of Hitler Youth organisations between 1932 and 19397 In your answer, refer to the
interpretation and the two sources as well as your own knowledge.

Interpretation B — From The Third Reich in Power by Richard J
Evans, 2006

From July 1936 the Hitler Youth had an official monopoly on the
provision of sports facilities and activities for all children below the
age of fourteen; before long, it was the same for 14-18 year olds. In
effect, sports facilities were no longer available to non—-members.
Hitler Youth members were given special days off school for their
activities. The results of such pressure soon became apparent. By
the end of 1933 there were 2.3 million boys and girls between the
ages of ten and eighteen in the Hitler Youth organisation. By the
end of 1935 this figure was approaching four million, and by the
beginning of 1939 it had reached 8.7 million.

Source C - Graph showing membership numbers of the Hitler
Youth organisations, 1932-1939

8-
Key
77 Girls 10-18
6- (League of Young
Girls and League
0 2 of German
é 4- Maidens)
s Boys 10-18
3 (Hitler Youth and
German Young
27 |_h People)
1 -
10 Lo

1932 1933 1935 1936 1939
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41

[15]



Source D - Poster published by the Nazi government in
Germany, 1938
The words on the poster mean: “Build youth hostels and homes”.

Turn over
© OCR 2016 J411/39
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Answer either question 8 or question 9.

8.* “There was little effective opposition to the Nazis”. How far do you agree with this view of
Germany between 1933 and 19457
[18]

9.* “German occupation in the Second World War was, in general, far harsher in eastern
Europe than in western Europe”. How far do you agree with this view?
[18]

© OCR 2016 J411/39
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Command words, question phrases
and their meanings

The following table gives some of the command words and question phrases you are likely
to see in your exanunations, together with what they mean and what 15 expected m your

answer.

Word/phrase Meaning What is expected

Give one Give an example of You need to state a point using your

example something. factual knowledge.

Identify Give an example of You need to give an example of

something. something. This could be identifying

something in a source.

Explain Give reasons why. You need to give reasons why
something happened, for example.

How far do Explain whether or not You need to explain both sides of the

you agree wou agree with the argument. You need to give

statement given in the
guestion.

arguments/explanations to show the
statement in the question is comect,
and arguments/explanations to show
the statement in the question is not
correct.

You then need to write a conclusion
that gives a judgement about how far
you agree and explains why you
have reached that judgement.

How different

Explain the ways in
which two sources are
different and the ways in
which they are the
same.

This question phrase is used in
sources guestions. You need to
explain the ways in which two
sources are different and the ways in
which they are the same.

How useful

Explain the ways in
which a collection of
sources is useful and
the ways in which it is
not useful.

This question phrase is used in
sources guestions. You need to
explain the ways in which sources
are useful to a historian and also
explain why they may not help a
historian.

Write a clear
and organised
summary that
analyses

Give a summary of
something that explains
using second-order
concepts.

You need to write a summary that
analyses something. This should be
clearly organised and use second-
arder concepts such as cause,
consequence, similarity and
difference.
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Top ten tips from the examiner

Preparing for the exam

1 Be aware of which topics are on each paper

Make sure you know which topics are on each paper, so that you revise the appropriate
topics for each exam.

2 Revise thoroughly
Revise each topic thoroughly. Make sure you spend enough time on each topic to cover all
the material you need to know.

3 Be aware of any weak areas
If there are any topics vou find particularly difficult spend extra time on these. Ask your
teacher for help if you are still unsure after careful revision.

4 Practise questions

As part of your revision, attempt past exam questions regularly. Ask your teacher to assign
questions to you from Exam Question Practice, or to give you other exam practice.

5 Timing
As part of practising past exam questions, make sure you try some questions under fimed

condifions. Exam Question Practice gives vou guidance on how long yvou should spend on
each question.

In the exam

6 Read the wording of the question carefully

Look carefully at the command words and question phrases and think carefully about what
the question is asking you to do.

7 Timing
Make sure that vou leave enough fime to complete the paper. Spending too mmch time on
the earlier questions may mean that vou mmn out of time. Plan your time carefully.

8 Onlyv include relevant knowledge
If your favourite topic is not on the exam paper, do not try to include it in your answers as
it will not be relevant. Answer the question that is on the exam paper.

0 State the obvious

Some explanafions might seem to be too easy, but they still need to be included m your
answer. The examiner can only reward what vou have written.

10 “How far’ questions
Remember that “how far questions require you to explain borh sides of the argument and
also give a judgement.
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Top ten common exam mistakes

1 Lack of analysis in ‘how far’ questions
Giving only one side of the arcument when a question asks how far you agree with the
statement in the question These questions always require analysis of both sides of the

argument.

2 Not answering the question
Writing answers that are not relevant or are not focused on the actual question asked on
the exam paper.

< Just quoting from written sources and interpretations

Copying sections from written sources and interpretations and not using these sections to
answer the question.

4 Just describing what can be seen in picture sources such as cartoons
and photographs

Writing a description of the details you can see i a carfoon or a photograph when the
question asks vou to wdentify and explain a way in which an arfist illustrates a pomt.
Details from the source may be used to support your answer, but simply describing what
you can see does not answer questions like these.

5 Describing rather than explaining
Thinking that explain means describe — telling the story of what happened rather than

explaimng why it happened.

6 ldentifying reasons and not explaining them

Thinking that explain means only stating a reason — for example, stating that migrants
came from Ireland to escape the Great Hunger and giving no further information. It 1s
important fo explain why this meant that migrants from Ireland came to Britain.

7 Writing conclusions that are only summaries
Writing a conclusion that just summanses your previous arguments rather than grving a
clearly explained conclusion with an answer to the actual question asked.

8 Writing unsupported conclusions
Writing a conclusion that just states your opinion and which 1s not supported by vour
arguments.

9 Writing too much for low-mark questions

Wniting too much for a question that can only be awarded a small number of marks. If the
total mark vou can aclueve for a quesfion 1s 3. for example, even 1f vou write a page of A4
you can gain no more than 3 marks. This relates to the following point foo.

10 Running out of time
Spending too long on certain questions, resulting in having no time left to answer the last
question or insufficient time left to answer it properly.
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