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Students who take their Year 10 
exams seriously and prepare 

well, perform significantly 
better in Year 11.



Year 10 Exams

Monday 15th June – Friday 26th June



Year 10 Exams

RE GCSE Short Course

Paper 2 – Wednesday 20th May

Paper 3 - Monday 1st June



Strong Pass

Standard Pass

Required for most A Levels

Need to continue to study 
Maths/English post-16



The way the 

assessment system 

works in England 

means that 16-year-

olds are all in 

competition with each 

other.

Only a certain 

percentage of each 

grade is awarded.

For example, we know 

that approximately 

70% of students will be 

awarded a grade 4 or 

above.

Approximately, only 

5% will achieve a 

grade 9



Year 10 
Exams 
(June 26)

Year 11 
Mocks 1 
(Nov)

Year 11 
Mocks 2 
(Feb/Mar)

Final Exams 
(May/June)

Results 

Day 

August 

2027

Compulsory 

after-school 

revision

Compulsory 

after-school 

revision

To support students and to take a bit of pressure 
at home, students in Year 11 will have 

compulsory after-school revision (3 or 4 days a 

week) leading up to their mock exams in 

November. This will be repeated after February 
half-term until their exams begin in May.



Why do we do 'mock' exams?

1. It is good practice
o Getting use to exam style questions

o Building up resilience for longer assessments

o Taking exams in a 'formal' setting

2. They provide excellent feedback
o Areas of strength and areas to development

▪ Knowledge or skills or technique?

3. An opportunity to deepen your learning
o Ensuring effective revision



Art 1 NEA

Business 2

Computer Science 2

Construction 1 NEA

DT 1 NEA

Drama 1 2 NEA

English 4

Food 1 NEA

French 4

Geography 3

Hair & Beauty 1 NEA

H&SC 1 2 NEA

History 3

Maths 3

Further Maths 2

Media 2 NEA

Music 3

Photography 2

Science 6

Spanish 4

Sport 1 2 NEA

Travel 1 2 NEA

English + Maths + Science = 13

3 options = up to 9

Longest paper = 2 hours 15 minutes

Examples:

English Lang – 1 hour 45

Maths – 1 hour 30

Science – 1 hour 15 or 45

Construction/Hair – 2 hours

Exam Papers
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Leaving revision to the end (i.e. from Easter of year 11) isn’t effective.
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Having planned times for revision throughout the year is much more effective. It allows students 

to revisit topics which in turns helps to ensure them remember things in the long-term.



"Thinking takes real effort. It 

requires sustained 

attention." Psychology Today

"Learning happens when 

people have to think 

hard." Professor Rob Coe

Secondly, to properly learn something students have to think hard. This again requires effort.

Thirdly, to be able to remember something we've learnt, we have to revisit it over and over again. Teachers will do this 
in class by getting students to recall things they have done in previous lessons, but students need to do this too through 

revision.

Research by cognitive scientists has helped 

us understand how learning happens.

Firstly, it takes effort to concentrate (whether 
in a classroom or at home revising). 

Therefore, by reducing distractions, such 
as mobile phones or listening to music, 

concentrating or paying attention is easier.



1. Boost Your Memory and Beat Forgetting

Imagine spending hours in class learning something, only to forget it a few 

days later. This happens to everyone, and it’s called the “forgetting curve,” 

a concept discovered by psychologist Ebbinghaus. Without revision, your 

brain naturally starts to forget information over time. But when you review 

regularly, you strengthen your memory and make sure all that hard work 

doesn’t go to waste. Revising for your mocks is the key to remembering 

what you’ve learned for the long term, setting you up for success in both 

the mocks and the real exams. 



2. Make Learning New Information Easier

Revising the things you’ve already learned gives your brain the foundation it 

needs to absorb new information faster and with less stress. When you walk 

into class already confident in the basics, you can focus on understanding 

new topics, rather than trying to catch up. This makes your entire learning 

process smoother and easier. Think of revision as building a strong base—

without it, everything else gets harder!

3. Gain Confidence and Control

How often do nerves or panic get in the way of doing your best? By revising 

for your mocks, you’re not only preparing for the content but also boosting 

your confidence. When you know what you’re doing, you’ll walk into the 

exam room feeling more in control, less anxious, and more focused on 

getting the grades you deserve. Confidence from good revision will help 

you stay calm, perform better, and manage the pressure.



4. Stay Ahead of the Competition

Whether we like it or not, grades are competitive. You’re not just aiming 

for a pass—you’re competing for the best grades that will get you into 

the college or job you want. There are limited places, and every mark 

counts. By revising properly for your exams, you give yourself the edge 

over other students who might not be as prepared. Think of it as training 

for a big sports event—the more you practice, the better you’ll perform 

when it really counts.

5. Perfect Your Exam Technique

Revising helps you become familiar with the types of questions you’ll 

face and the best ways to answer them. The more you revise, the better 

you get at managing your time and structuring your answers. This 

practice will be a huge advantage when the real exams come, 

because you’ll know exactly what to do under pressure.



The Summer Exam 

Preparation Kit
Hard copies are available and an 

electronic copy had been emailed 

home.

Inside the booklet, there are 

pages devoted to each 

subject. There are links (or QR 

codes) to the resources the 

students need to help them 

revise.



This is an 

example page 

for English…

Date of the exam

Topics to revise

Revision resources



And Maths…



And Science…



Also, in the booklet there is some guidance on how to revise.

For example, how to make and use flashcards...



Draw and label an animal cell

Using some of the information below, 

here's an example flashcard for science...





Digital Flashcards

Brainscape is a digital flashcard app that uses 

spaced repetition to help you effectively study 

and retain information, making it a great tool for 

preparing for your mock exams in the UK. With 

the ability to create customized flashcards or 

access a library of pre-made ones, you can 

tailor your study materials to your specific 

subjects and needs. The app's interactive 

platform, progress tracking, and flexibility allow 

for efficient and engaging study sessions, 

ensuring you focus on challenging topics while 

reinforcing your knowledge in a convenient 

way.



Tutor Time Revision (am)

After May half-term, at least two morning tutor sessions will be 

dedicated to creating flashcards. All students will be given some 

flashcards of their own.

Tutors will support students to create effective flashcards using 

resources provided by the Maths, English and Science departments.

We will build up to '5 a day'.

Once students have completed 25, they will take them home to 
practice with.



Tutor Time Revision (pm)

Students will be supported by their tutor to do the following:

• Create more flashcards or test themselves with them.

• Complete Sparx Maths or Sparx Science revision

• Revise using the English, Maths and Science revision 
resources available in the Year 10 Showbie classroom.



Revision Tools 

Revision Apps for Organisation 

MyStudyLife

MeGrow

Forest

Students will create their own revision 

timetables to help them organise their 

time at home. 







Recommended Revision Apps - on iPads

BBC Bitesize

(quizzes, flashcards, podcasts, practice 
questions)

Quizlet

(flashcards, practice questions)

Brainscape

(flashcards)



Recommended Revision Websites



Past Exam Papers
Physics and Maths Tutor (don't be put off by the name!) has past 

papers for most GCSE subjects.



Past Exam Papers

Exam board 
websites, e.g. 

AQA 



Year 10 Showbie
Code: E77A3D



Revision Guides

• Available for every subject

• On ParentPay


