
Year 11 Parent Information Evening 

Introductions 

Mr Lingard – Headteacher

Mr Lovelock – Head of Year 11

Mr Dudley – Assistant Headteacher

Dr Ryan – Head of P16 (Assistant Headteacher)

The purpose of the evening....
To provide key dates and information 
relating to Year 11 and beyond



• On the website

• Will be emailed to you

• Available as a hard copy 

on request – please let us 

know if you need one



Year 11 – time to step up. The more we do now. The less stressful 

the exams become.



How are grades decided?

With the exception of the Covid 

years, every year only a certain 

proportion of students receive 

each grade.

For example, every year around 

67% of students will achieve a 

grade 4 or above. This means 

every year around a third of 

students won’t pass. Only a certain 

percentage will get a grade 9 or a 

grade 7 and so on.

What this means practically is that 

our students are in competition 

with all the other Year 11 students 

in England.



Exams and Non-Examined Assessments (NEAs)

• 7 Subjects

• 8 or 9 qualifications

(Science = 2 or 3, English = 2, Further Maths = 1)

• Up to 24 exam papers to sit

• Plus NEAs (in 9 subjects) 

(otherwise known 

as coursework)



Art 1 NEA

Business 2

Computer Science 2

Construction 1 NEA

DT 1 NEA

Drama 3

English 4

Food 1 NEA

French 4

Geography 3

Hair & Beauty 1 NEA

H&SC 1 2 NEA

History 3

Maths 3

Further Maths 2

Media 2 NEA

Music 3

Photography 2

Science 6

Spanish 4

Sport 1 2 NEA

Travel 1 2 NEA

English + Maths + Science = 13 papers

3 options = up to 9 papers

Longest paper = 2 hours 15 minutes

Examples:

English Lang – 1 hour 45

Maths – 1 hour 30

Science – 1 hour 15 or 45

Construction/Hair – 2 hours

Exam Papers



Exam Dates

5th May to 18th June

Contingency Day – 23rd June

Do not book to be away until after this date!



Exam Week Week beginning Exams

1 3rd May H&SC

2 10th May Comp Sci         Science

Eng Lit Business

Drama              Maths

3 17th May Science 2         Sport

Geog Engineering

Eng Lit 2            Comp Sci 2

History               Business 2

4 24th May Food                 Eng Lang

Science 3         Geog 2

French (x 2)      Music

Maths 2             History 2

Half-term

5 7th June French (3)         Eng Lang 2

Spanish (x2)      History 3

Geog 3             Science 4

Further Maths

6 14th June Maths 3             H&B

Science 5 & 6   DT

Spanish (3)        Construction

Further Maths 2

Practical 

exams, e.g. 

Art, Drama, 

Food, H&B 

will take 

place from 

March 

onwards

Maths and 
English exams 
are spread out 
through the 
exam season.

There’s a 
science exam 
every week!



Every day counts

> 95% 90% and 95% < 90%
Percentage of students achieving 

five grades at 9-5 (inc. English and 

Maths)

78%

Percentage of students achieving 

five grades at 9-5 (inc. English and 

Maths)

30%

Percentage of students achieving 

five grades at 9-5 (inc. English and 

Maths)

3%

Average GCSE grade

6
Average GCSE grade

4
Average GCSE grade

3

We cannot stress enough the importance of being in every day
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Final Exams 
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Leaving revision to 

the end is not 

effective.
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Revising for each set of mocks and then for the final exams is 

much more effective.
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Grade 4 or above in English and Maths at Helston

Our grades have gone up and up again, 
partly because we have introduced extra 
Maths and English lessons for Year 11 
during afternoon tutor time and by also 
having extended days at certain points 
throughout the year.
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Day

Extended Day
NEA 

P5s

Easter 
School

Half-term 
School



Period 5s start 4 weeks before mocks

• Mocks start 9th November

• Period 5s therefore start w/b 28th September

• Mon – Maths

• Tues – English

• Weds – Options

• Thurs - Science



Parent Teacher Consultation Evening – A week on Thursday (17th)

Mock Exams 1 – 9th November (2 weeks) (+ 2 weeks to mark)

Mock Results Report – week beginning 14th December

Parent Teacher Consultation Evening – Thursday 14th January

Mock Exams 2 – 8th February (2 weeks) (+ 2 weeks to mark)

Final Report – week beginning 15th March

The Exams – 5th May – 18th June (23rd June = contingency day)
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A selection of revision 

strategies

Revision timetable

Subject information

This will be emailed home 

before the mocks to help 

students to revise at home.



Topics to revise

Links to revision 

on each topic

Additional 

resources

Here’s an example for science



Students can also find ‘knowledge organisers’ to help with 

revision on the website…



Here’s an example for science
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There’s also a revision guide on here too



English Language and English Literature

– Independent Study Booklets

Distributed by the English teachers 

directly to the students.

Can be used at home and will also be used to support 

lessons.

Inside, there are step by step guides to each of the 
language and literature papers, including breakdowns 

of how to answer each question type and reminders of 

methods that have been taught in class. 



English Language – Reading at Home

Short newspaper articles. You can download apps like the Guardian online 
for free, and find topics that are of interest to your son/daughter. Encourage 

them to read even one article per week – starting now would mean that 

they get into the habit and become more confident readers. Even better if 

you read the article too and are able to have a chat about it over dinner 

Short stories. Much more manageable than a whole novel, it’s a great way 
to read some fiction. If you’re not sure where to start, there’s a lot online, but 

some good ideas are Roald Dahl’s short stories for adults.

Read the opening page of a novel. The extracts on the exam papers are 
often openings of stories and even reading just one page of some fiction can 

really help build confidence if you ask some questions about it (use the 

independent study booklet to guide you!) 



English Literature – Reading at Home
There are four ‘set texts’: Romeo and Juliet, An Inspector Calls, the collection 

of Power and Conflict poems and a 19th century novel – either Jekyll and 

Hyde or A Christmas Carol.

By now, your child has studied all of them in class except the 19th century 

novel, and some of the poems (which we will cover during the course of 

Y11). 

It would be incredibly helpful for them to re-read each text – this can be 
made easier by breaking down into chunks and doing it little and often.

For the plays, it can be really helpful to watch a version along with the text –
there are many film versions of R & J and a great BBC adaptation of ‘An 

Inspector Calls’.

It is also key to learn some quotes from each text – start now!
The English teachers can point students to key quotations if they need some 

help. 



You can use AI to find out 

which quotes are good to 

learn!



Maths

Question
Level 

Analysis
(QLA)

Maths and several other subjects will 
provide QLAs to show where the 
student needs to focus their revision



Used for lots of homework, but also great for revision



Here’s an example for science



‘Meet the Examiner’ Sessions…

Top Tips for English and Maths

English – later this term

Maths – Spring term

Very well attended last year with very positive feedback

We will confirm dates as soon as we have them



Final exam preparations…

• Exam Breakfasts

• Exam Briefings

• Study Leave – doesn’t exist anymore!

• Exam regulations
• Clear bottles

• Clear pencil cases

• No phones

• No watches



Free toast!

Free porridge!

Plus other 

goodies to buy.

North Site Canteen

Every Morning from 8am



Extended Day Lesson time is precious. Students 

should use the toilet between 

lessons.

Try to book appointments outside 

of the school day or if not, in the 

afternoon. The majority of lessons 

take place before 1pm!



Morning Tutor 

Time Revision

At least two morning 

tutor sessions 

are dedicated to 

students creating 

flashcards and 

testing themselves 

using the Leitner 

method.









Afternoon Tutor Time Revision

Year 11 students 
have English and 

maths intervention 
during afternoon 

tutor time.

In these sessions, 
students revise key 

content and 
practise exam 

skills. 



Revision Apps - on iPads 

BBC Bitesize
(quizzes, flashcards, podcasts, practice 
questions)

Quizlet

(flashcards, practice questions)

Brainscape
(flashcards)



Here’s a great app to help with revision. It will create resources 

for you using only the content you give it…



Take a picture of 

the content you 

want to revise 

and upload it to 

the app…



You can then 

choose what 

revision resource 

you want it to 

make for you.



Flashcards

Podcast

Videos

Infographic



If you just wanted to create some 

revision resources for the 

characters of A Christmas Carol 

then you could just upload a 

picture of that bit



As Year 11 goes on, the more past papers students can do the 

better. Make a note of which questions you got wrong to help 

you focus your revision



Past Exam Papers
Physics and Maths Tutor (don't be put off by the name!) has 

past papers for most GCSE subjects.



Year 11 Showbie
Class





Revision Guides

• Available for every subject

• On ParentPay



Support

If you need support, please contact a 

member of the Year 11 pastoral team:

Mr Lovelock

jlovelock@helston.tpacademytrust.org

Mrs Marsh

jmarsh@helston.tpacademytrust.org

mailto:jlovelock@helston.tpacademytrust.org
mailto:jmarsh@helston.tpacademytrust.org


Year 10 
intro

GCSE 
results day 
& coursingReceiving 

offers

Information 
Assemblies

Taster 
day

P16 
applications

Summer 2026 Summer Term
1 Dec 2026

15 December 2026

Autumn 2026/Spring 2027

Spring 2027

Summer 2027

Open 
Day

Beyond year 11…



YOUR PATH TO SUCCESS
• Small class sizes

• Combine A-Level and Applied 

courses

• Excellence pathways & experienced 

Oxbridge feeder

• Super-curricular time

• Education partner with Uni of Exeter 

• Contextual university offers from 

Exeter, Bristol, & Plymouth universities

• Apprenticeship fair



• Dedicated Post 16 Centre

• 1:1 Support

• Learning through iPads

• Dedicated Post 16 Art 

Studio & Music Studios

• Enrichment activities 

• International Trips

• Access to on-site sports 

facilities

Student Benefits



Student Benefits

Subsidised Gym 
Membership

iPad for learning 

Subsidised bus travel

Student Benefits



New Post 16 Centre in 2027 



YOUR PATH TO SUCCESS

Helston College Post 16Helston College Post 16 post16helston

Open Evening:

1st December 2026
5-7pm



HCC Book Expectations
1. Books should not be written in until your teacher tells you to.

2. Write the title and the date and then underline them using a ruler.

3. For your writing use blue or black ink.

4. For DIT use a green pen.

5. Use a pencil for drawings and diagrams and label them in pen.

6. All work should be the best you can do. 100% first time, every time.

7. If you make a mistake, put one neat line through it.

8. If your work is not as good as you can do, your teacher will ask you to re-do it.

You should rule it off and put one neat line through it.

9. You will have to re-do any work that has been doodled on.

You may have to do this as additional homework.

10. Key pieces of work should be uploaded to Showbie.

11. Your teacher will give you your feedback either on Showbie or in your book.

12. After you have done your DIT you need to upload this to Showbie.

I have read and understood the above.

I will follow these expectations every time I work in my book.

Name: Signature:

Students need to take care with their work in their books



Same student. First attempt was unacceptable. Made to re-do it.



Sloppy, lazy writing – hard to read. 

If we know a student can do 

better they will have to re-do it.



x
The whole page 

needs to be re-

written

(possibly as extra 

homework)

No doodling in books.



Writing on iPads

• Stylus or typing only (or writing 

directly in books)

• No-one using their finger

Ideally, every student needs a stylus. A basic one costs 

40p (from the library or our online shop). Students on 

free school meals get them for free.



Other bits and pieces…

Mobile Phones – new government guidelines. We must 
enforce our policy.

After school detentions – extended to 90 minutes if 
missed without good reason.

School photographs – Tuesday 15th September

Chewing gum – banned!

Please label everything!



The Year 11 Prom

It is a privilege not a right

Invitations based on…
• Attendance (including the extended days)

• Behaviour (ratio of positive/negative points)

• Removals/Suspensions

Reviewed every half-term
• Warnings given, if needed



Other bits and pieces…

Please tell us if…

• You think you may qualify for Free School Meals

• You haven’t told us you’re in one of the military services

• Your child is a carer

• There have been any significant issues/events over the 
summer



Parents of Service Children

How to get in contact

Email serviceschildren@helston.tpacademytrust.org

When to get in contact

Culdrose are very good at informing us of long deployments, but we understand that there are 

many other reasons personnel might be serving away for shorter periods which can be just as 

disruptive for our families due to inconsistency.  We want to help! Please inform us of any change in 

circumstances at home that might have an impact on your child’s usual routine or well-being.  For 

example, serving personnel have been deployed on a training exercise, short operation, temporary 

draft to another base etc.

What we can do

We can organise a pastoral appointment for your child with one of our pastoral team or if necessary, 

work with outside agencies and charities to ensure your child feels supported at school.

Next steps

Please look out for (and complete!) our annual information-gathering survey so that we can keep 

informed of students’ current home situations and be proactive in providing help where needed.

mailto:serviceschildren@helston.tpacademytrust.org


Keen to get involved in College life?

Join our PTFA!
Join our LMC (governing body)!

If you’re interested in getting involved, 
please let us know.


