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Study guide information sheet C 

Atoms and elements 

Elements 

An element is a substance that cannot be broken down into other 

substances. 

There are over 100 elements. The Periodic Table lists the elements. In the 

Periodic Table, elements with similar properties are grouped together. 

 

 

  

State what an element is. 

Use the Periodic Table above to name three elements. 

Quick question 
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Study guide information sheet C 

Atoms 

An atom is the smallest part of an element that can exist. 

Every element is made up of one type of atom.  

All the atoms of an element are the same as each other.  

The atoms of one element are different to the atoms of all other elements. 

 

The properties of atoms 

One atom on its own does not have the properties of the element. 

The properties of an element are the properties of very many atoms joined 

together. 

Gold is an element. It is yellow and shiny. A single gold atom is not yellow 

and shiny. When many gold atoms are joined together, these atoms make 

the gold yellow and shiny. 

 

State what an atom is. 

Quick question 

Are the properties of a gold atom the same as the 

gold element? 

Quick question 
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