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SAFEGUARDING – EVERYBODY, EVERY DAY



Beach Parties

We previously wrote to you to share some advice from Devon & Cornwall Police regarding parties being 
held in the St. Ives and Hayle areas.  Police are concerned that these parties expose young people to drug 
use, violence and criminality.  We encourage all parents/carers to not allow their children to attend these 
parties and to share any concerns with Devon & Cornwall Police.

The Dangers of Vaping

Across the country, schools are seeing a huge increase in the number of students using vapes. This is a
cause for concern as there has been very little research into the effects of regular vape-use, as well as the
fact that the law in the UK requires someone to be aged 18 years or older to be able to purchase a vape.
At Helston Community College (as at other Cornish schools), vapes are banned from our school site. Staff
have the power to search students who are suspected of being in possession of a vape and where this is the
case, students will receive a sanction.
A full list of items that are banned can be found in our Behaviour Policy here

Meet the 
Safeguarding Team 

@ HCC
Our team has been 

trained to an advanced 
level on all aspects of 

safeguarding.  They are 
available to speak to 

any student, parent or 
member of the 

community.

Andrew Tate

Andrew Tate is a content creator who has become a major internet celebrity in 
2022. However, he has now been banned by all major social media platforms 
and is widely regarded as a serious threat to young people, through his 
misogynist, racist and homophobic views.  Tate has publicly advocated violence 
against women and has been accused of serious crimes in several countries.  
He is a close associate of the far-right extremist Stephen Lennon (aka Tommy 
Robinson) and has a long history of close association with a variety of far-right 
figures in the UK and America. 

Tate has been identified as particularly dangerous due to his skilful 
manipulation of social media and the internet.  Also, his sinister views are 
mixed in with apparent ‘good deeds’, such as donations to charity.  He takes 
advantage of young people by seeking to prey upon anxieties of loneliness and 
competition with peers, as well as portraying a life of glamour and riches that is 
available for all.

It is important that children are encouraged to question information that 
individuals like Tate seek to present and that his discriminatory ideas are 
challenged with facts.  

You can learn more about Andrew Tate’s background and views by clicking on 
the links to the right.

Andrew Tate 
Factsheet

Safer Schools –
Andrew Tate

Andrew Tate – BBC

Inside the violent, 
misogynistic world of 

Andrew Tate

https://www.helston.cornwall.sch.uk/storage/secure_download/Ym5ObGgvZUR4Vm9MT2ZYWG1uY3RSZz09
https://hopenothate.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Andrew-Tate-Briefing-Final.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1ReFLGYdmld-JO-QStmegPIkWJzm2ChGbOPYU7JDh4VktJvUJkEeIA6pM
https://saferschoolsni.co.uk/harmful-content-andrew-tate/#:~:text=He%20claims%20all%20allegations%20of,Instagram%20followers%2C%20and%20768%2C000%20YouTube
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-wales-63922998
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2022/aug/06/andrew-tate-violent-misogynistic-world-of-tiktok-new-star
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SNAPCHAT MEET UP – ALERT

What is Meet Up? 

Snapchat’s newest feature adds an extra layer to their existing Snap 
Map feature by allowing users to get directions to their friend’s exact 
location. It pairs with Apple Maps and Google Maps apps, which show 
how long it would take someone to walk, drive, or use public 
transport to reach the address.
Essentially – with the click of a few buttons, anyone is able to gain 
access to your workplace, school, or home address and the fastest 
route to get there. 

‘Meet Up’ is accessed by visiting a user’s profile to look at their 
location on Snap Map (a feature that is on by default). Once on the 
map, a user can access Meet Up by pressing the user’s Bitmoji (a 
cartoon version of the user that appears on their live location on the 
map) and choosing directions from either Apple or Google Maps. 

There has been widespread backlash at the release of this feature 
from people of all ages online, with many labelling it as ‘creepy’ and 
warning others of its existence. 

What are the Risks?

While Snapchat created previous features like Live Location to mitigate risks, there does not 
seem to be the same intention behind Meet Up. As with any location sharing app or 
platform, there is always a risk to sharing this personal information. Live location and/or 
addresses should only be shared with trusted family and friends. 

Revealing location or personal address could result in: 

• Random visits or appearances from other users who have not been invited. 
• Another user screenshotting the address, using a second device to capture location 
information, or sharing this information with others without the user’s knowledge. 
• A young person being coerced or pressured into sharing the feature with someone they 
don’t know. 
• Young people who are in unhealthy relationships or friendships unknowingly exposing 
their location to their abusers. 
• Unwanted visits from bullies, abusers or stalkers that could escalate into forms of 
harassment, threats, or assault.
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- ALERT

Omegle was first launched in 2009, but has recently become more popular again, with ‘copycat’ apps 
also now widely available – the website/app allows children to make/receive video calls and 
exchange instant messages with users on their ‘friends’ list, but also with strangers from the internet. 

Omegle does not appear to have powerful moderation. It also does not require registration or have 
age verification, which makes young people a potential target for abuse online. Its site states 
“predators have been known to use Omegle, so please be careful.”

Children and young people may be asked by strangers to share their name, age and location. So, it’s 
also important to talk to your child about sharing personal information online with strangers.
A BBC investigation found sexually explicit videos and live streams involving minors as young as 7 or 
8 which spread across the site during the Covid-19 pandemic. BBC alerted the relevant authorities. 
However, there is still a risk of users unexpectedly coming across pornography and other types of 
inappropriate content.

According to the BBC’s investigation, schools, police forces and governments have issued warnings 
about Omegle in the UK, US, France, Norway, Canada and Australia. There were also investigations 
into online child abuse on Omegle along with reports of racism, extremist views, scams and 
cyberbullying.

While this website is filtered at school, we encourage you to be proactive in monitoring your child’s 
use of social media.  The image above shows how the Omegle app may appear, but this can be 
altered on some devices.

CEOP is a law enforcement agency and is here to help keep children and young people safe from 

sexual abuse and grooming online. We help thousands of children and young people every 

year. CEOP are unable to respond to reports about bullying, fake accounts or account 

hacking.

We are here to help and give advice, and you can make a report directly to us if you are worried 

about online sexual abuse or something has happened online which has made you, or someone 

else, feel unsafe, scared or worried.

If you make a report to us about sexual abuse or grooming online it will be read by one of our 

Child Protection Advisors who will get in contact with you on the phone number or email address 

that you give to us to make sure that you are safe. They will also discuss with you what will 

happen next. Please try not to worry, you have done nothing wrong and we will do all we can to 

help.

We work together with lots of other professionals whose jobs are also to make sure children are 

safe.  This includes other police agencies. If a crime has been committed we will work together 

and use our specialist skills to identify the person or people responsible and bring them into the 

criminal justice system.

The CEOP Education website also has information and advice to help you to stay safe if 

something has happened to you online.

Support for children and parents/carers

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-56085499
https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/online-pornography/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/


Christmas Support

We know that, despite all of its joys and happiness, Christmas can also bring additional 
difficulties, stress and worry.  Therefore, we thought it would be useful to remind you of some 

sources of support in Cornwall, while school and other services may be closed.

A good starting point for support is the Early Help Hub.  You can find a list of the different 
support services they offer at Early help - Cornwall Council (01872 322277)

Your GP will also be able to signpost you to specific support that may help.  

If at any time you feel that someone is at risk of immediate harm, you should contact the Multi-
Agency Referral Unit on 0300 123 1116 or the Emergency Services on 101/999.

For specific areas of need, you may find the below useful:

Need Agency Contact
EMOTIONAL 

WELLBEING/ 

MENTAL HEALTH

Kooth http://www.kooth.com/

http://www.xenzone.com/

NHS Mental Health Helpline Mental Health Helpline for 

Urgent Help - NHS (www.nhs.uk)

0800 038 5300

Child Adolescent Mental health Service 

(CAMHS)

CAMHS | Cornwall Partnership 

NHS Foundation Trust 

(cornwallft.nhs.uk)

Young Minds YoungMinds | Mental Health 

Charity For Children And Young 

People | YoungMinds

Cornwall Minds Welcome to Cornwall Mind -

Cornwall Mind

Kernow Connect https://www.actionforchildren.

org.uk/how-we-can-help/our-

local-services/find-our-services-

near-you/kernow-connect/

01872 321486

Action for Children Webchat 1:1 chat - Parent Talk 

(actionforchildren.org.uk)

Childline Childline | Childline

0800 1111

Samaritans Samaritans | Every life lost to 

suicide is a tragedy | Here to 

listen

116 123

Young People Cornwall Making Waves - Young People 

Cornwall

01872 22244

BEREAVEMENT Penhaligon’s Friends Penhaligons Friends - A Cornish 

charity supporting bereaved 

children & young people

DRUG/ALCOHOL 

MISUSE

YZUP https://www.wearewithyou.org.

uk/

SEXUAL HEALTH Brook 0300 30 30 714

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/earlyhelphub
http://www.kooth.com/
http://www.xenzone.com/
https://www.nhs.uk/service-search/mental-health/find-an-urgent-mental-health-helpline
https://www.cornwallft.nhs.uk/camhs
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://cornwallmind.org/
https://www.actionforchildren.org.uk/how-we-can-help/our-local-services/find-our-services-near-you/kernow-connect/
https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/chat/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.samaritans.org/
https://youngpeoplecornwall.org/
https://penhaligonsfriends.org.uk/
https://www.wearewithyou.org.uk/
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